INDIAN | XPRESS

com
/IADURAI VIJAYAWADA » BANGALORE » KOCHI = HYDERABAD -VISAKH_APATNAM = COIMBATORE » KOZHIKODE * THIRUVANANTHAPURAM s BELGAUM s BHUBANESWAR = SHIMOGA s TIRUCHY = WWW.. expressbuzz

R VT T

ey e

llaaZe's all set to blaze away

e is back and this time, with an album. The rapping sensation o

hakes hand like
ntleman, smiles

a timid teen-
speaks with the
n of a wise sage.

he enters the
ad, he puts on
 face’, grabs the
own to business

about revolu-
rotest. Lakshmi
Vijaya Rajago-
i Sharma Rajesh
BlaaZe, as we all
is all geared up
iis debut album
andhi. The rap-
wing tributes to
1d hxs principles

mg hstened to
rap portions in
a protest album
1 him is surpris-
ut, he has been
such songs all
e sidelines, pe-
easing them on
“The main rea-
g a protest al-
use the original
lip Hop is to be
lescent and op-
is supposed to
sage,” explains
3is the only way
/e back to soci-
music.” BlaaZe
ing to put out

music, rapplng in Tamil and a whole lot of other things...

an album since 1994, and
failing because producers
always looked for sleaze,
sex and rock ‘n’ roll. “That
defeated the purpose of
puttmg out an independent
album,” says the rapper.
But when EMI heard Time
for Gandhi, they believed
that it will strike a chord
with the country. “The
entire universe comes to-
gether wanting to help you
if you have somethmg gen-
uine to say,” offers BlaaZe.
Time for the Gandhi, the
title track of the album was

BlaaZe lrymg to convey a message thmugh lus album

one of the first few songs he
came up with and when he
emailed it to Ela Gandhi,
the grand daughter of the
Mahatma, she said that he
was the person who could
take forward her grandfa-

ther's message. “Just her-

response to me told me that
Iwasonthenghtpath and
she is the closest I can get
to Gandhi, and it has since
then msplred me to do a
lot of stuff,” beams BlaaZe
with' pride. Elaborating
more on the album, he says,
“Yop can listen to the songs

. The entire

universe

comes together

wanting to

help you if you
have somet

genuine toj‘gdy

pens up to City Express on his

and bop to the music in the
car and yet, think about
the message at the same
time.” He also gets candid
about his take on rapping
in Tamil. “Tamil rap is great
for Tamilians, but you are
immediately cuttmg off the
rest of the world,” he says.
“Having grown up in Zam-
bia, I think and write in
English, and since the rest
of the world"understands
English, you are spreadmg
Indian messages to them.”
For someone who has tak-
€n over 20 years to put
out a debut album, he
has advice to offer to
young Hip Hop musi-
cians. “Its not about
putting a few lines
together. What you
put out there has to
stay and it has to be a
collector’s item.” And
for those of you who
have always wondered, in
French, blasé means ‘to do
your own thing’ and add-
ing the aaZe to the word
highlights Zambia for him,
“BlaaZe was how I was liv-
ing my hfe, I was rapping
and wearing a earring and
doing my own thing.” he

. rapsan answer!

—Prashanti Ganesh

Violin maestro honoured with

st - Saraswathi
for music, in-
| by the CP Ra-
ar Foundation,
d upon violin
Chandraseka-

PV Krishna-
mer Director
Doordarshan
ded over the
andrasekaran,
led in the field

for more than six decades
in spite of being visually
challenged since childhood.
Speaking at the event, PV
Krishnamurthy  recalled
an incident that took place
when he had accompamed
Chandrasekaran to receive
an award from the Sangeet
Natak Academy back in
1986.

He praised Chandraseka-/

THE CPRAMASWARSAIYAR

M Clnnlmrn with
PV Krishnamurthy

ran’s mother and guru,

Charubala Mohan, for rais-
ing a devoted musician.
Na.rayanaswamy Iyer, an-
other musician, said the
organisers must not have
had any difficulty in choos-
ing Chang as he
was not only a violin play-
er, but also an excellent
singer too. He said Chan-
drasekaran, apart from

award

being a phenomenal vio-
1in player was supportive
of singers in concerts and
let them score over him.
Nanditha Krishna, Honar-
ary Director of CP Ramas-

wamy Aiyar Foundation ,
said the award was institut-
ed in memory of Saraswathi
Pattabi Raman, who had
donated the place where the
foundation is housed now.

h has been workmg for the last six years on 1
 website which will also serve as an online museum
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